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Of  the  National  Vaccine  Establishment  to  the 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department. 


Secretary 


March  2d,  1829. 

TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  ROBERT  PEEL. 


SIR, 

T^HE  number  of  Persons  who  have  died  of  Small  Pox  in  the  course  of  the  last  year, 
within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  amounts  to  598  ; and  we  have  no  reason  to  think  that 
this  Distemper  has  abated  any  thing  of  its  virulence,  or  that  it  is  more  controllable  by  the 
expedients  of  our  art  than  it  was  in  the  times  of  its  more  general  prevalence  ; for  it  still 
proves  fatal  to  one  out  of  three  of  those  who  take  it  in  the  natural  way.  It  may  seem 
strange,  therefore,  that  any  part  of  the  population  of  the  Capital  can  still  be  found 
insensible  to  the  advantages  of  the  protective  Process,  or  careless  enough  to  forego  the 
resource  which  the  charity  of  Parliament  most  humanely  and  generously  provides  for  its 
safety. 

We  have  the  satisfaction,  however,  of  finding  that  more  than  10,000  of  the  Poor  have 
been  vaccinated  in  London  and  its  neighbourhood  since  our  last  Report ; and  it  is 
particularly  gratifying  to  learn,  from  the  records  of  the  last  year’s  experience  of  the 
Small  Pox  Hospital,  that  no  Patient  admitted  there  under  Small  Pox,  after  Vaccination 
had  been  vaccinated  by  any  officer  of  this  Establishment ; whence  it  is  fair  to  presume 
that  when  the  Operation  has  been  performed  with  due  care  and  intelligence,  it  is  much 
less  liable  to  be  followed  by  Small  Pox,  and  that  such  care  and  circumspection  are 
absolutely  necessary  to  a just  and  confident  expectation  that  complete  protection  will  be 
afforded  by  it. 

We  have  supplied  Lymph  to  the  Army  and  Navy,  to  the  Colonies,  and  to  various 
parts  of  the  Continent  of  Europe,  since  our  last  account ; and  our  correspondence,  which 
has  become  more  extensive  than  ever,  bears  us  out  in  assuming  that  there  is  no  increase 
in  the  proportion  of  cases  of  Small  Pox  after  Vaccination,  which  affords  an  answer  to 
questions  put  to  us  repeatedly  as  to  the  gradual  diminution  and  wearing  out  of  the 
efficacy  of  the  Vaccine  Lymph  by  time;  for  it  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  weakened  or 
deteriorated  by  transmission  through  any  number  of  subjects  in  the  course  of  any 
number  of  years. 

We  have,  &c. 

(signed)  HENRY  HALFORD, 

President  of  the  Royal  Coll,  of  Physicians. 

Lambe,  "I  Censors  of  the  Royal  College 
J-  A.  Paris,  J of  Physicians. 

ANTHONY  CARLISLE, 

President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

Ilon‘  Leigh  Thomas. 

Clemf  Hue,  M.  D.  Registrar. 
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